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  Tonight’s talk  
  

Steve Smith : Zeppelins over Norfolk and the East Coast 

THE ROB THOMPSON MEMORIAL CONFERENCE 22 JULY   Terry Lock 
 

This conference was organised by the WFA and the Great War Group as a tribute to Rob and was attended by 
about 80 people. Many fulsome tributes were paid to him as a man, his contributions to military history and his 
development of our understanding of the story of logistics. He clearly was an inspiration to many students and 
made what initially might seem a dull subject centre stage in our understanding of WW1. 
 

There were four sessions. The first, led by Dr Chris Phillips was entitled “Logistics overshadowed the Calais 
Conference of 1917” and talked about the poor relationship between Lloyd-George, Haig and Nivelle and the 
tensions between them but also the work done by Sir Eric Geddes. This talk was followed by Roy Larkin who 
spoke on the Army Service Corps, particularly the importance of motorised transport. Their huge problems in 
trying to keep lorries moving when up to 40 per cent were unserviceable and there were worries about petrol 
supplies. 
 

The afternoon belonged initially to Peter Hart, who was Peter Hart. The talk was titled “Beasts of Burden, The 
British Soldier in 1918” but it was difficult to know really what it was about, there were many extracts read and 
several laughs had.  
 

The final session was a double act between Alex Churchill and Andrew Lock talking on “Railways in the Great 
War” with Alex looking at Africa and the Hejaz railway and Andrew dealing with Western Front. Alex is a 
founder and Andrew a Trustee of the Great War Group which claims a fresher look at WW1 but is a very worth-
while organisation. 
 

All in all it was a great success and a fitting tribute to Rob, with his wife and daughter present. I was hoping to 
see Peter Simkins but he has a bad back and finds travelling difficult. 

*** 

BIG BUS 2024  Keith Cooper 
 

We were disappointed that our near-annual tour to the battlefields did not take place this year. There were just 
too many date clashes, not the least of which was the Rugby World Cup, which put pressure on hotel cost and 
availability in the area we needed to stay. 
 

We’re already planning the 2024 trip with Battle Honours who did us so well in 2022. The location will be 
Picardy and our likely base will be in Amiens. Clive Harris and Julian Whippy are working on the itinerary and 
pricing. We’ll bring these to branch members as soon as they become available. 
 

Many of this year’s disappointed have left their deposits with Battle Honours in anticipation of 2024 and we’re 
already up to 15 participants. 
 

The dates of the trip will be from Saturday 29 June returning 2 July 2024 
 
If you’re interested in joining us please talk to me or David Hedges. 
 



A  SUFFOLK  ESCAPEE Kelvin Dakin  
 

6878, Private George Cox MM, 2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
 

George Cox was born at Burnt Fen, Cambridgeshire (between Littleport and Mildenhall) in 18891. Some 
records put his birth around 1887 but this may be due to him giving a false age on enlisting.  He enlisted in 
the 4th Suffolks on the 14th March 1904 at Ely stating his age to be 17 years and 6 months. His 4th Battalion 
record indicates his service with them until the 4th June 1904 but contains no information after this date.  
 
He later enlisted as a Regular soldier and by the 1911 Census he is with the 1st Battalion in Egypt aged 24. 
In 1912 he married Sarah Nellie Lewin in West Ham – they lived at 51 Usher Road, Bow and later at 29 
Parnell Road, Bow, East London. 
 
He crossed to France with the 2nd Battalion on the 15th August 1914, was captured at Le Cateau (26th Au-
gust 1914) and went to Sennelager PoW camp in Germany.  At some point he escaped2 and returned to the 
UK on 31st May 1917. On the 7th August 1918 George was discharged on medical grounds (Debility) - his 
Silver War Badge record states that he enlisted on the 8th December 1904. 
 
George was “Gazetted” for the award of a Military Medal in 1920 (London Gazette Issue 31759, page 
1231) for his escape. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1921 the couple are living at 29 Parnell Road, Bow with a son, George Jnr.  George Snr is working as a 
Labourer at the British Oil Cake Mills, Limehouse. 
 
George died on the 4th April 1925 from Pulmonary Tuberculosis.3  

 
References: 
 
1 A birth in that name was registered in the Ely Registration District in the last quarter of 1889. 
2 As reported in a Princess Mary’s Gift Box POW list. 
3 WFA Pension Card 
 

Sennelager 
 

“During World War I a POW camp here housed British and French soldiers as well as, in a distinct section, 
various civilians. These were merchant seamen, including many British trawlermen taken prisoner after 
German raiders sank their ships in the North Sea, especially in the first days of the war. Many of the fisher-
men came from Boston or from Grimsby in Lincolnshire. Many were later transferred to Ruhleben intern-
ment camp near Berlin, where many remained for the duration of the war.” (Wikipedia) 
 

The following article about the PoW camp at Sennelager was published in The Graphic on the 23rd June 
1917: 

 

[ Editor note : As the article was too difficult to read when on one page I have cut it into three ] 









FOUR ON TOUR     Brian Davies 
 

It was Sunday morning when David Hedges, Annie & Keith Cooper and myself set off from Felix-
stowe for a four day visit to France. The main objective for me was to visit the graves and pay my 
respects to two Great Uncles. I remember my Father telling me that two of his Mother’s brothers had 
been killed in WW1 but he had no further information. The Covid lockdown enabled me to find time 
to research my family history and identify two Great Uncles who lost their lives in France in WW1. 
 

We arrived in France early afternoon and made our way to Bethune to visit the grave of my Great 
Uncle James Cook. James was one of five brothers. He joined the 11th Battalion, Middlesex Regi-
ment, which was raised at Mill Hill, London in August 1914. The Battalion joined 36th Brigade, 12th 
Division and trained at Colchester and arrived in France in May/June 1915. He took part in actions 
at Ploegsteert Wood, the Battle of Loos and Hohenzollern Redoubt. It is likely he died of wounds in 
the 33rd Casualty Clearing Station in St Vaast College in Bethune on the 28th March 1916. He is bur-
ied in Bethune Town cemetery. The War Diary for the clearing station shows the numbers of cases 
admitted but no details of individuals. Over 250 casualties were admitted between the 26th and 28th 
March. Having paid our respects we travelled to our accommodation at Avril Williams in “Ocean 
Villas”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At Avril’s we met Lesley, a well travelled Canadian lady who was also researching relatives. She 
showed us some amazing images of sketches of WW1 aircraft drawn by her relative and a picture of 
a crest that he removed from a German vehicle. Dave invited her to join us the following morning 
for a visit to the Maison Blanche souterainne that the Durand Group had organised for a group of 
Vimy Ridge guides. She was also able to meet one of the Durand members, Matt Leonard, who is 
also the Stand To! Editor - he was very interested in her story for the magazine. 
 

After some lunch in Arras on our way to the ‘Glory Hole’ at La Boiselle we took the opportunity to 
visit the recently restored Theipval memorial. Then on to La Boiselle to meet two Durand Group  
members and Claudie Llewelyn, the current owner. The purpose of the meeting was to inspect the 
deteriorating state of the supporting infrastructure on the incline from the surface. 
 

 



The following day we travelled to Flesquieres to visit the grave of my second Great Uncle William 
Henry Cook. He joined A Company, 13th Battalion, Middlesex Regiment which was raised at Mill 
Hill, London in August 1914. The Battalion joined 73rd Brigade, 24th Division and trained on the 
South Downs, Shoreham and Pirbright arriving in France in September 1915. He saw action in Loos, 
suffered a gas attack at Wulverghem, then onto the Somme at Delville Wood and the Battle of Guil-
lemont. In 1917 he was in action at Vimy Ridge, the Battle of Messine and Third Battle of Ypres 
before moving south where he was in action during the German counter attack at Cambrai. In 1918 
he was in action on the Somme and the Battle of Cambrai where he died on the 8th October. He is 
buried in the Flesquieres Hill British cemetery, which is next to the tank museum, unfortunately the 
museum was closed on our visit.  
 

The Battalion War Diary for 8th October states: ‘Remained in camp completing equipment and am-
munition. Several casualties were caused by shell fire. At 1700 hours marched to ROMILLY area 
and remained in old trenches during the night.’ 
 
From the Burial Return I was able to obtain the map reference where his body was found. Using the 
WFA Trench Mapper and a GPS app on Dave’s phone we were able to locate and find the spot in a 
sunken lane very close to the cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We then travelled to Vimy to meet up with Durand Group members and we were privileged to gain 
access to the woods which still contain a significant amount of unexploded munitions. Of particular 
interest was the only know surviving “Wombat trench”. This was constructed using a Wombat drill-
ing machine to bore holes which were filled with explosives, then detonated to form a trench. To end 
the day we travelled to Amiens for refreshments and a visit to the spectacular Gothic Cathedral. 
 
On our last day we spent the morning at the Loos battlefield then in the afternoon we continued into 
Belgium to visit Barry and Debs Bromley. We visited them on our branch tour in 2019 and at that 
time they were setting up their café - the business is now established. The main reason for the visit 
was to explore Barry’s classic firearms museum which is extensive and many of the items in the col-
lection have great provenance – such as the air rifle that Barnes Wallace used for his bouncing bomb 
experiments. Then it was time to make the journey back to Blighty. We arrived back in Felixstowe 
on the Wednesday evening – mission accomplished.  



Please send any contributions for the Branch Briefing to: 
David Hedges, 99 Cliff Road, Felixstowe, Suffolk, IP11 9SA 
telephone: 01394 272677 and email:david.j.hedges@btopenworld.com 
Next Committee meeting: tba 
Approach a committee member if you want any issue raised. 
 

 

Talk at the Norwich Branch  
Tuesday 3rd October 

 

TBA 

 

Our next month’s talk  
Wednesday 11th October 

 

Simon Shephard  Artillery conquers, Infantry Occupies :   
A study of the effectiveness of the British Artillery at the 3rd battle of Ypres 

LEST WE FORGET  Kelvin Dakin  

49992, Pte [Robert] William Crick, Machine Gun Corps formerly 3/7970 Suffolk Regt. 
 
Born in 1892 in Offton, he was the son of William and Kate Crick.  In 1911 the family was living in Great 
Bricett.  
 
Known as William on military records he enlisted in the 3rd Suffolk (Special Reserve) Battalion in 1910 as 
Private No 3/7970. 
 
He crossed to France on the 11th November 1914 – probably as part of a draft of 89 NCO’s and men, under 
Captain Cautley - they joined the battalion at Douve River (Douvebeek) near Dranouter on the 26th Novem-
ber (from 2nd Battalion War Diary) 
 
In early 1915 William was treated for pneumonia and at some point he transferred to the 78th Machine Gun 
Company (26th Division) which went to Salonika in November 1915. 
 
William, like many others serving in Salonika, contracted malaria and received treatment for recurring bouts 
in June 1917, March 1918 and September 1918.  The last record noted that he was attached to the 7th Royal 
Berks. 
 
William was discharged “Class Z – Army Reserve” on the 17th March 1919. 
 
He died on the 28th September 1920 of pulmonary tuberculosis and is buried in Great Bricett churchyard.  
He is commemorated on the village memorial with his younger brother, 23507, Private Frederick George 
Crick, 7th Suffolk, who died of wounds on the 7th August 1917.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD …. 


